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" OAKLAND NEWS.

J.. West Martin on the
Charter. .

THE - QUESTIOX -OF ROXNDE

A Brakeman Injdre(_l on the
. Broal-tiauge—Notes From
Alameda.

Before the tax levy was fixed by the
Council there were apprehiensions that
the same might be set at §1 00, 1f such
was the case the supporters of bonds
declared that the success of their plan
Svould be jeopardized, as the taxpayers
Would refuse to submit 1o suclh addi-
tional tasation. "TLE ‘tax Tevy, ‘Wow-
cver, was tixed at $1, and the bond od-
vocates breatued easier,

In an interview with a CnroxicLn
reporter lust evening Coramussioner J.
West Martin expressed himself clearly
upon the question, and adverted to live
issues which were of deep interest to
the city tuxpayer, especially since the
f:’uprcmc Court may sustan the char-
terin the Ah You case now pending
before it, and if s0, put another com-
plexion on things at the City Hall,
stripping the Council of its azsumed

wers and restoring thein 0 the

3oard of Public Works as bestowed
Ly the charter.
“The people of Oakland,” said Mr.
fartin last evening to the teporter,
s will never give up the right to gov-
ern themselves, even if the Constitu-
fon of the Stute has to be amended.
ey will never consentto the suprem-
pcy of the general luw over their char-
ter. They frumed the charter, intemd-
ing to be " gouverned by its provisions,
nd not by the dictates or a State

Legislature.”

s Suppose the charter s overruled in
the Al You case 7' was asked.

“Then we will have the constitution
amended.  There is no use of huving a

harter of it is to be destroyed. should
fccl unwiliing to undertake the expen-
diture of a million of dollars on the
proposed public improvements it the
é!unrd of Public Works is to be ignored

8 it has been, when the express coudi-
tions of the charter are so well under-
staud by all and particularly by those
who before the passage unnounced

Lemselves ity best friends.”

*You think, then, that the Loads de-
peid greatiy upon the Al You de-
cision?"’

*1do. If the eeneral law is sus-
tained and the charter ignored I do
pot think the bonds will carry. 1 an
personally  lavorable to public ime-
yrrovements and so isthe buard, but the
yreople will demand that the provisions
ot the charter be carried out if they
vote tor bowly and not otherwise.”’

* What do you think of the action of
{hie Couinell in the premises?” asked
the reporter.

~ “1donotcare now to discuss that
point,” auswered Mr. Martin. 1 will
kay, however, that the Council- is a
changeable body, and while the pres-
ent Council mizht be favorable to the
Doard of Jullic Works, its successors
‘nighl ke inimicul and overthrow the
yourd, eprojuting their own agents,
In view or the expeaditure of the large
susns contemplated by the charter, and
the Bozrd of P'ullic Works being espe-
cially created tur that pur*mw. 1 carn-
estly Lelieve that the prople would not
feel willing to voto_ $1,000.000 for Londs
without knowing in whose- bands the
Juoney was to ?:c expendel. It was
under the impression that the Board
of PPublic Worl:s wus to have a voice in
this matter that 1 war indaced to ac-
cont the“otlice.”’
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