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. OAKLAND'S EXPENRSES.

The Mayor Peinls Out How They
‘ NMay Be Redaced.

Mayror Robinson, at the meeting of the City
Conneil of Oakland last evening, presented
his ﬁrsl' message, After expressing bis belief
in the sincerity of the members of the Coun-
cil in their efforts to further the best interests
of the city. the Mayor called attention to tae
imnienze increase in the expenditures of the
city funds during 1881 ax cou'.'mrrd with
1876. The Mayor stated that ne had csre-
Tully examined the details of expenses for the
previous six years, and said: ** By tais ex-
amination I find that the total expenditures
for the city povernment’in 1881 were, in
roucd numbers, $100,000 were than they
were in 1876, Tbiz increasc appears to be
wainly for current expenses, and oceurs as
follows: Increase in cost of Police Depart-
ment, $14,000;in Fire Departaent, §12,-
000; in Street Deprrtment, $17.000; in
School Department, €28,700; in lishting
streets, $18,000; in Hesalth Office, $3700;
in Asreesor’s office, $43200, and in the City
Ponnd. S2000. There has been another de-
part entadded since 1876, which involves
a0 anoual expenditare of $11.000. 1 refes
to the Free Library and Reading-rooume”
The Mayor pointed out that waile the Coan-

was not{ responsible for the general man-
agement of the depariment, sct they are
called nggn to decide as to the amount of
placed at its disgpasnl, and are ex-
to take interest in its affairn The
Maror stated that in namine the different de-
partments he dud not wish to cast reflections
npon tie management, but simply to call at-
teation to the facts and urge upon the Couneil
the neeesrity for nctive and determined efforts
toward economy. N

With regard to the Police Department the
Mayor considered the in good
and snthcient hands, but sugeesied, in tue
inperests of economy. the question of redue-
inz the number of men upon the force.
{The populuticn nowbers 56,000 and the
police force 25 men.] Ho considered the
force could be reduced without endungering
tue peace and quiet of tho oity.

In_regard to the street expenses the Mayor
considured  €17,000 for eprinkling the
streets for one season much too Inrge a sum,
apd recommended that the work be adver-
tised and sealed propesals invited.

As to street lights, he sid: **It seems to
mo that $5:2,000 per annum for lighting the
streets,City laltand engine-housesis oo mach
Iigbit for. the peod:le of Oaklxnd for one year.
They cannot afford it.” The dnyor sug-
gested that no more lamps be placed unless
the tax upon the property within the area fo
be lighted is snfficient to pay the cost of the
llﬁht_foy one year, and that Jamps now in nse
whose light is not so paid be discontinued.

The sun of 5GUUO, expended in the
Health Depariment, considerinz the freedom
of the city from contagions diseases, the
Mayor thought exorbitant and recommended
that & reduction be competled in the ex-
pentes of the office. lie also mnde feveral
sucgestions in relation to minor offices.

in refernng to the bonded indebtedness of
the city, the Mayor mid: °*The interest
paid npon oar boaded indebtedness 1ast vear
wae §55,660. ‘The awountof the indebted-
pess1s now 3543,500, most of whichwdmaw-
ing interest nt the ratc of 8 per cent a year.
Had vou the right 10 call in the bonds which
1 are now outstanding, I coulld readily viace
them at a much lower rato of interest. There
is, howerver, one classof these bonds, amonnt-
ing to $70,000, and bearing 10 per cent
interest, which were issued in 1870 and made
psymble in 1890, which nre redeemable at
the option of the city any time after 1850.”
‘The, Mayor sdvised the cailing in of these
bouds, sfatine be could place them for the
remaining_eigut vears at 6 per cest. The
Mayorinclined to the oumnion that the bonds

rine 5 per cent interest could be placed at
their par value. and recommended that steps
be taken to call taem in andl replace them
with others in like amonnt and denomina-
tion, and bearing o reduced rate of interest.
In reference to the Sinking Fund croated by,
the Mam Lake Sewer bonds, amountug to
$173,000, snd falling doe 1n 1885, the
Mavor suggested the propriety of placing the
$£32,000 now in the Smking Fund where
they will be eamng sowethuwx. _[The
money at the present tnoe is Iy 1dle.]

As to the School Depurtment. the Masor
considered the managewent all that could be
desired in the way of economy and prudcoee,
aund d ted any roduction in tie
required by tae stecs to keep them uts to
their present_etandord. The Muyor sad:.
*While the figuresshow an increase of cost
in this department over what it was in 187G,
ret it will bo seen by o reference to the very
fuli and comylete report of the Superintecy- |
cnt_for the last year that the increase in
pupils, and the neceseary increase in room .
aua teachers, is very “much greater propor-:
tionately than the incrense in the cost has

u. We capnot affond to eripple or :mx.ta];r

the nsefulness or this department by wiih--
:xuh!;yc the neccssary support to the Trus-

In rezard to the Chinese question, the
Mayor r ded instant and peremptory
legisladon, probibiting the use of buildines
within the aity limits by Chinese and ulukucxﬁ
it an offense with ravere ponulties attach
Jor any pereon to lende property to be used for
sueh- purpose. The Maror, closed with an
carnest wish that thelemslativeand executive
departments of the munivipal government
might work tozether in hanpony and ac-
conplizh results eatisfactory in some dezree
to their constituents.
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